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(Above, St Phanourios) 
 

SYNAXARION: Holy Mar tyr Agathonicus; Holy Martyr Anthuse; Athanasios the Hieromar tyr 
& Bishop of Tarsus; New Martyrs Manuel and John; Synaxis of the Icon of the Mother of God of 
Prusa; Afterfeast of the Dormition of our Most Holy Lady the Theotokos and Ever Virgin Marty 
 

Apolytikion of the Week (Pl. 4 Mode): From Above did You descend O Chr ist our God. For us 
did You endure three days in the tomb, that we may be relieved from passions in this world. You who 
are our Resurrection and our Life: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Apolytikion of Dormition: In giving bir th you preserved your virginity, at your Dormition you 
forsook not the world, O Theotokos; to Life you did pass on, being the Mother of Life itself; and re-
deeming with your intercessions, our souls from the clutches of death.  
 

Apolytikion of St. John: The memory of the just is observed with hymns of praise; for  you O 
Forerunner the witness of the Lord is sufficient.  You have proved to be truly more venerable than the 
prophets.  Since you were granted to baptize in the river, the One Whom they proclaimed.  Therefore, 
you strove for truth, proclaiming with joy the Good News, even to those in Hades: that God was 
manifested in the flesh, and takes away the sins of the world, and grants to us His great mercy. 
 

Kontakion: In The Theotokos who is incessant in her intercessions, and an immovable hope in 
her protection, the tomb and the state of death could not hold; for being the Mother of Life, to the 
Life He carried, He who dwelled in a womb ever-virgin.  



 Readings for 9th Sunday of Matthew 
Epistle Reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Corinthians 3:9-17 
Brethren, we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. According to the grace of 
God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and another man is building upon 
it. Let each man take care how he builds upon it. For no other foundation can any one lay than that 
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any one builds on the foundation with gold, silver, pre-
cious stones, wood, hay, straw - each man's work will become manifest; for the Day will disclose it, 
because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. If the 
work which any man has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If any man's 
work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. Do 
you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? If any one destroys 
God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and that temple you are.  
 

Gospel Reading is from Matthew 14:22-34 
At that time, Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up into the hills by himself to 
pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat by this time was many furlongs distant 
from the land, beaten by the waves; for the wind was against them. And in the fourth watch of the 
night he came to them, walking on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they 
were terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out for fear. But immediately he spoke to them, 
saying "Take heart, it is I; have no fear." 
And Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, bid me come to you on the water." He said, "Come." So 
Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus; but when he saw the wind, he 
was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, "Lord, save me." Jesus immediately reached out his 
hand and caught him, saying to him, "O man of little faith, why did you doubt?" And when they en-
tered the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son 
of God." And when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret. 

Happy Birthday  
and Happy Nameday! 

 

If you want to make sure we have your birthdate on file,  
please call the office.  

Birthdays 

Angelo Scopelianos- August 22  

Richard Voisey-August 22  

Demosthenes Mekras- August 23  

Abigail Moran-August 23  

Caroline Anton-August 24  

Christina Stilian-August 24  

Martha Kapetan-August 25  

Markissa Findlay-August 26  

Carmen Robinson-August 26  

John Christ-August 27  

Olivia Skourellos-August 27  

Robbie Gabel-August 28  

Thomas Georgas-August 28  

Namedays 
 

AGATHONIKOS, THEOPRE-

PIOS - AU-GUST 22  

EIRINAIOS, MALAMATI, 

POTHEINOS - AUGUST 23  

AITOLIA, EFTIHIS - AU-

GUST 24  

BARTHOLOMEOS, TITOS - 

AUGUST 25  

ADRIANI, ADRIANOS, NA-

TALIA - AU-GUST 26  

ARCADIA, ARCADIOS, FAN-

OURIOS, LIBERIOS, OSIOS - 

AUGUST 27  

DAMON - AUGUST 28  

The Parish Assistance Program Continues 

(PAP) 

Since May 1 2020, we have been offering a Parish Assistance 

Program, PAP, with BayCare Behavioral Health. The PAP pro-

gram provides our parishioners access to free and confidential 

counseling services - offering additional support when life’s 

challenges become overwhelming. The PAP utilizes a network 

of faith-based providers and are sensitive to the values and be-

liefs of those they serve and provide compassionate care to 

children, adults, parents, and seniors. Parishioners can contact 

BayCare to request up to three free and confidential counseling 

sessions from a licensed mental health professional. The 

BayCare helpline, 800-878-5470, is answered 24/7 by mental 

health professionals. Many BayCare therapists are also offering 

telephonic and virtual counseling sessions to help parishioners 

maintain their emotional wellbeing during these trying times.  



Sunday, August 22  Orthros 8:45 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
     Altar Boy Meeting (Following Divine Liturgy) 
 
Friday, August 27  St. Phanourios 
     Orthros 9:00 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 
Saturday, August 28 GOYA Dodgeball Tournament (Tarpon Springs) 
 
Sunday, August 29  Beheading of St. John the Baptist 
     Orthros 8:45 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
     Men’s Group   6:00 p.m. 
 

Upcoming Services & Events 

Fifty-Two Verses in Fifty-Two Weeks: The Bible Project 
August 22-28 

 

Then Moses summoned Joshua, and said to him in the sight of all Israel, “Be strong and of good courage; for you shall go with this peo-ple into the land 
which the Lord has sworn to their fathers to give them; and you shall put them in possession of it. It is the Lord who goes before you; He will be with you, He 

will not fail you or forsake you; do not fear or be dismayed.”  
Deuteronomy 31: 7-8  

 

August is often an anxious month for people. School starts, young people go away to college, traffic is heavier, and there is the collective 
angst as the pace of summer ends and pace of fall picks up. Many times we feel like Joshua, headed off into a “strange land.” This year, it 
probably feels even more strange, as we wait to see what life looks like as we emerge from the Pandemic. The words that Moses said to Josh-
ua apply to us today. We should be strong and of good courage. We need both. God will provide both. We should allow the Lord to walk be-
fore us. He should lead, we should give Him the lead, and we should follow. God will not fail us or forsake us. His plans might be a little dif-
ferent than ours, His timing might not match our timing, and this is where faith and trust come in. Let Him lead, keep walking, have no fear or 
be dismayed, God is with you, God is with us. Take things one step at a time, one day at a time. We do an activity at camp called the “trust 
walk,” where two people are paired up and one is blindfold-ed. The one who cannot see must follow the one who can. Most people after the 
activity is over actually prefer following, because when one is able to let go and follow, it is actually relaxing. Life is l ike a long version of 
the trust walk. God leads, we follow. And where He leads is glorious, even though we can’t see it fully as we walk along.  

Do you have a heart for Service, Prayer, and Fellowship?  
Then you won’t want to miss this special day! 

 

On Saturday December 4th, 2021, St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church is teaming up with Christ the King Catholic 
Church for a day of Service, Prayer, and Fellowship. 
 

The day will begin with serving at Metropolitan Ministries, assisting in preparing food and assembling food items in their 
warehouse.  We are in need of at least 25 volunteers to serve alongside Christ The King's 25 volunteers.  
 

Afterwards both of our communities will meet at Christ the King for prayer led by parish leaders and followed by fellowship, 
with a cookout sponsored by Christ the King!  
 

This is a great opportunity to grow in communion with one another and demonstrate Christian service to those in need around our  
community.  All are welcome!  
 

A sign-up link for each of our parish communities will be coming in September!   
 

If you are interested in volunteering at this special day of Service, Prayer, and Fellowship, 
please save the date and refer any questions to Greg Melton (813-967-2074 or gmelt12@gmail.com). 

Friday, August 27 - St. Phanourios— 
Not much is known about the life of St. Phanourios, only that an icon appeared on the island of Rhodes 
around 1500 A.D. This icon depicted scenes of his life and martyrdom and also is a miraculous icon.  
St. Phanourios is the patron saint of lost things. There is a tradition of baking a “Phanouropita” (St. Phanouri-
os cake) when one has lost something or found it. It is brought to the church and blessed and prayers are of-
fered for the family who brought it.  



WELCOME TO OUR 2021-2022 SUNDAY SCHOOL YEAR: 

The Sunday School Staff at St. John’s Greek Orthodox Church is looking forward 
to another great year.  All children ages two through eighteen are invited to attend 
our program.  Students should be in the same grade in Sunday School as they are 
in regular school.  

A Few Announcements: 

1. All children will remain in church through Holy Communion. 
2. PLEASE allow the Sunday School Teachers and their students to receive Holy 
Communion first. PLEASE line up in the center aisle. 
3. After Communion, all of our 1st – 6th graders will report to the Zaharias 
Room for our Music Program. 
4. Parents of 3RD GRADERS and YOUNGER should pick up their children af-
ter church. 
 

Room Assignments: 
**Toddler 2’s are in the school admin. building on the right. (Must be 2 years old 
by Sept. 1st) 
**Pre-K3 classroom is the 1st door on the right after you exit the church. (Must be 
3 years old by Sept. 1st) 
**Pre-K4 classroom is on the 1st floor of the school building.  (Must be 4 years old 
by Sept. 1st) 
**3rd grade is on the first floor of the school building. 
**4th Grade through Middle School is on SECOND FLOOR of the school build-
ing.  
**High School Boys are in the Media Center in the School Building. 
**High School Girls are in the Conference Rm. in the Admin. Building. 
 
If you have not registered your child, please do so ONLINE today. If you have 
any questions or comments, or do not get the Sun. Sch. weekly Constant Contact, 
please contact Vickie Peckham at 813-758-3102 or (vickiepeckham@gmail.com) 
Thank you for your cooperation.  

Sunday School  Update  

mailto:vickiepeckham@gmail.com


Update and Announcements 
St. John’s Bookstore — We are so happy to welcome back our Sunday School students! Stop by our bookstore today 
to check out our wide selection of children’s books. Pick out something special for everyone in the family.  
 

Mandatory Altar Boy Meeting & Training Sunday, August 22 — All altar boys are requested to attend a meeting 
on Sunday, August 22, following the Divine Liturgy. We will go over procedures on how the altar boys serve, updat-
ing and making a few small changes. This meeting is important for new altar boys but also older ones, as we seek to 
continue to improve our service. The meeting will last approximately 1 hour. Each boy is asked to have at least one 
parent present. New Schedule to take effect on August 22. As of publication time, the new altar boy schedule is still 
being finalized. All altar boys will receive a copy of the new schedule prior to August 22.  
 

Men’s Group—The Men’s Group will meet on Sunday, August 29, at 5:00 p.m. We will walk to a nearby restaurant 
and have dinner and then come back to church for a discussion, concluding by 7:30 p.m. All men of the community 
are welcome to partic-ipate.  
 

Women’s Bible Study will begin again on Tuesday, September  7.  
 

Monday Night Bible Study will resume in September  . Stay tuned for  details.  
 

Tuesday Night Book Study will resume in October  . We likely will be continuing with Nikolaos of Mesogaia and 
Lavreotiki’s books. If you are interested in joining the next Book Study, please contact Alex.  
 

Youth Worker Registration Continues in August — Attention all youth workers and ministry leaders. July begins 
the registration period for fall volunteers who wish to work with a children’s ministry or participate in certain leader-
ship positions. Many of you already complied with the new GOA guidelines this past fall and will only have to com-
plete online training and reregister. Others will need to register, undergo a background check and complete the online 
training. The Youth Protection Committee will e-mail all existing youth workers of their current status and require-
ments, including the registration form. Within a week or so afterwards, you will receive emails from Praesidium 
(aka:Armatus Learn to Protect) with links to complete the requirements. Please do so within ten days or the links ex-
pire. 
 

New Pastoral Assistant Coming in September—The Parish Council has decided to hire James Haritos to fill the 
pastoral assistant position being vacated by Charlie Hambos. James will begin his ministry with us on September 1. A 
bio on James will appear in the September issue of The Messenger. He visited our church at the end of May and 
knows many of our GOYAns from summer camp 2019.  

Prayer List: Lord Jesus Christ, Physician of our Souls and Bodies, visit and heal your servants: Nick, Helen, George, & Elina; 
Evangelos & Caroline Critkas; Constantinos & Kalotina Klimis; Christine Alex, June, Lillian Thomas; Scotty; Desi Serriera; 
Ashley Kladakis; Dora Kallas, Kathy & Andrew Bouzinekis; Anastasia; Amanda, Andrew, Colton, Miranda, Charlotte Eliza-
beth, Nuha, Nabeel, Michael, Amal, John, Elaine,  Olga, Virginia Georgiou, Ron Myer, Toula Tsaros,  Fr. Pat Legato, Nellie 
Pringle, Yolanda Webb, Angela Bougas, Tony Ekonomou, Ron, Jason Vickers, Rex Garrison, Tina Chakonas, Ann Demas, Alex 
Martinez, Adriana Martinez, Aaron Martinez, Christina Noel Kouzes Houck, Evangeline Xeroteres, Nichole Ross, Daniel Ross, 
Daniella Ross, Ashley Henderson, Natalie Henderson, Chris, Debbie, James, Avery, Lily, Jacob, Jesse, Ann, Rosario, Antonia 
Caffentzis, Alissa, John, Angela, Joey, Christine Scourtes, Steven, Matthew & Family, Phyllis, John Zelatis, Reagan, Peter 
Zaharis, Alexandra Ferrarolis, Leon & Despina Botham, Cindy Xenick, Mary Ellen Evdemon, Marie Sofia Panagopoulos, Ma-
ria Hursey, Chris Vamvakias, John Myer, Mike Trimis, Robert and Alice Stoccardo, John Alexander, Michael Romero, George 
Hambos, Dean Kondilis and Family, Bill and Nancy Manikas, Patricia Costello, Anastasia Smyrnakis, Ekaterina & Anna 
Shushaalykova, Dora Koudouna, Ana Mourer, Debbie Phelps, Mary Voykin, David Voykin, Anne Sakellaris, Denise Badrane, 
Sia Blankenship, Don Payne, Zhana Temelkova, Stanislava Terzieva, James, Jude and all victims of war, terrorism, crime, natu-
ral disaster, and all of whom we are unaware. 

Stewardship 2021 Update 

As of Tuesday, August 17, we have received 349 stewardship forms,  

with a pledged amount of $475,068.00 for 2021. 

Don’t forget to fill out your form  and send it into the office! 




